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The Proclamation of Christmas 
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Gospel Acclamation: Christmastide Alleluia – Stephen Dean 

 
 

Gifts Hymn 

It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth, 

to touch their harps of gold; 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all 

from heav’ns all gracious King!" 

The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

and man, at war with man, hears not 

the love song which they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife, and hear the angels sing! 
 

For lo! the days are hastening on, 

by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold, 

when the new heaven and earth shall own 

the Prince of Peace, their king, 

and all the world repeat the song which now the angels sing. 
 

E. H. Sears (1810-76) 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Hymn  

 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, 

round yon virgin mother and child; holy infant, so tender and mild: 

sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night. Shepherds quake at the sight, 

glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 

Christ, the Saviour is born, Christ, the Saviour is born. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light 

radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace: 

Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 
Joseph Mohr (1792-1848) Tr. J. Young 

 

 

 
 

Final Hymn 
 

On Christmas night all Christians sing, 

to hear the news the angels bring: 

on Christmas night all Christians sing, 

to hear the news the angels bring: 

news of great joy, news of great mirth, 

news of our merciful King’s birth. 
P.T.O. 



Then why should we on earth be so sad, 

since our Redeemer made us glad? 

Then why should we on earth be so sad, 

since our Redeemer made us glad? 

When from our sin he set us free, 

all for to gain our liberty? 
 

When sin departs before his grace, 

then life and health come in its place; 

When sin departs before his grace, 

then life and health come in its place; 

angels and men with joy may sing, 

all for to see the new-born King. 
 

All out of darkness we have light, 

which made the angels sing this night: 

all out of darkness we have light, 

which made the angels sing this night: 

‘Glory to God and peace to men, 

now and for evermore. Amen.’ 
The Sussex Carol, Traditional 
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